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Th

e paper is very clear 
and w

ell focused. 
Supporting details 
m

ake the paper very 
easy to understand 
and interesting.

Ideas are very clearly 
organized. A

ll parts of 
the essay (introduction, 
body, and conclusion) 
w

ork together to 
support the thesis.

Th
e w

riter’s voice is 
distinctive and show

s an 
interest in the topic. Th

e 
w

riter know
s w

ho his or 
her audience is.

W
ords are used 

correctly and are 
very w

ell chosen. 
Th

ey create 
pictures in the 
reader’s m

ind.

Sentences have 
an easy flow

 and 
rhythm

. Transitions 
are very sm

ooth.

C
apitalization &

 
Punctuation
N

o errors. Indents 
paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage 0–1 error

Spelling 0–1 error
3

Th
e paper is clear 

and w
ell focused. 

Supporting details 
m

ake the paper easy 
to understand.

Ideas are clearly 
organized. Th

e paper 
includes all parts of an 
essay (introduction, 
body, and conclusion).

Th
e w

riter’s voice is natural 
and show

s an interest in 
the topic. Th

e w
riter know

s 
w

ho his or her audience is.

W
ords are used 

correctly. Som
e 

w
ords m

ay be a 
bit general.

Sentences are 
form

ed correctly 
and are varied 
in structure. 
Transitions are clear.

C
apitalization &

 
Punctuation
1 error. Indents paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage 2 errors

Spelling 2 errors
2

Th
e paper has a clear 

thesis. Th
e ideas are 

som
ew

hat developed, 
but there are only a 
few

 details.

Ideas are fairly w
ell 

organized. Th
e paper 

includes all parts of an 
essay (introduction, 
body, and conclusion).

Th
e w

riter’s voice is 
natural, but the w

riter is 
not fully engaged in the 
topic. A

t tim
es, the w

riter’s 
view

point m
ay be vague.

M
ost w

ords are 
used correctly. 
A

 few
 w

ords 
are too general. 
Som

e w
ords are 

repeated.

Sentences are 
form

ed correctly, 
although they 
m

ay be sim
ilar in 

structure. M
ost 

transitions are clear.

C
apitalization &

 
Punctuation
2 errors. M

ay not indent 
paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage 3 errors

Spelling 3 errors
1

Th
e thesis of the paper 

is unclear or m
issing. 

Th
e paper is poorly 

developed and/or 
confusing.

Ideas are not clearly 
organized. Th

e paper 
m

ay be m
issing an 

introduction or a 
conclusion.

Th
e w

riter seem
s 

uninterested in the topic 
and unaw

are of his or her 
audience.

M
ost w

ords are 
used incorrectly, 
m

any are too 
general or 
frequently 
repeated.

Th
e sentences do not 

flow
 w

ell and lack 
structure. Th

ey are 
short and choppy or 
long and confusing.

C
apitalization &

 
Punctuation
3+ errors. M

ay not indent 
paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage  
4+ errors interfere w

ith 
m

eaning

Spelling 4+ errors
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