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Six Traits of Writing Scoring Rubric: Persuasion
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4
C

learly states a position on 
the issue. Fully develops 
m

ain ideas w
ith evidence, 

exam
ples, and explanations 

that are com
pelling. N

o 
irrelevant inform

ation.

Introduction clearly states 
position. Ideas logically 
sequenced. Transition 
sentences link ideas. 
C

onclusion ties essay 
together and gives reader 
som

ething to think about. 
Follow

s required form
at.

Strong sense of person and 
purpose behind the w

ords. 
Brings issue to life.

W
ords are specific, 

accurate, and 
vivid. W

ord choice 
enhances m

eaning 
and reader’s 
enjoym

ent.

W
rites com

plete 
sentences w

ith 
varied sentence 
patterns and 
beginnings

C
apitalization &

 Punctuation
N

o errors. Indents paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage 0–1 error

Spelling 0–1 error

3
States a position on the 
issue. D

evelops m
ain ideas 

adequately w
ith som

e 
evidence, exam

ples, and 
explanations. Lim

ited 
irrelevant inform

ation.

Introduction states position. 
Ideas m

ostly logically 
sequenced. Som

e linkage 
am

ong ideas. C
onclusion 

ties essay together. Follow
s 

required form
at.

Som
e sense of person and 

purpose behind the w
ords. 

Sense of com
m

itm
ent to 

the issue. Text m
ay be too 

casual for the purpose.

W
ords are 

correctly used but 
m

ay be som
ew

hat 
general and 
unspecific.

W
rites com

plete 
sentences w

ith 
som

e expansion. 
Lim

ited variety.

C
apitalization &

 Punctuation
1 error. Indents paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage 2 errors

Spelling 2 errors

2
D

oes not state a clear 
position on the issue 
and/or does not support 
m

ain ideas w
ith suffi

cient 
evidence, exam

ples, and 
explanations. M

ay be too 
repetitious or too m

uch 
irrelevant inform

ation.

Introduction m
ay not state a 

position. Ideas not logically 
sequenced. Transition 
sentences m

issing. 
C

onclusion m
ay be m

issing. 
D

oes not follow
 required 

form
at.

Little sense of person and 
purpose behind the w

ords. 
Very little engagem

ent w
ith 

reader. Text m
ay be too 

casual for the purpose.

W
ord choice 

lim
ited. W

ords 
m

ay be used 
inaccurately or 
repetitively.

W
rites m

ostly 
sim

ple and/or 
aw

kw
ardly 

constructed 
sentences. M

ay 
include som

e run-
ons and fragm

ents.

C
apitalization &

 Punctuation
2 errors. M

ay not indent 
paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage 3 errors

Spelling 3 errors

1
D

oes not address the 
prom

pt O
R does not 

develop a position. 
Elaboration lacking or 
unrelated to the issue.

Text has no evident 
structure. Lack of 
organization seriously 
interferes w

ith m
eaning.

N
o sense of person or 

purpose behind the w
ords. 

N
o sense of audience.

Extrem
ely 

lim
ited range of 

w
ords. Restricted 

vocabulary 
im

pedes m
essage.

N
um

erous run-ons 
and/or sentence 
fragm

ents interfere 
w

ith m
eaning.

C
apitalization &

 Punctuation
3+ errors. M

ay not indent 
paragraphs.

G
ram

m
ar/U

sage  
4+ errors interfere w

ith m
eaning

Spelling 4+ errors
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